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Newspaper Clips 
Sept. 29, 2015 

 

An IIT-Delhi student launches Safely Home app in Gurgaon 

http://www.thewiire.com/technology/an-iit-delhi-student-launches-safely-home-app-in-gurgaon/12896/ 

In a hoard to promote the road safety importance among the Delhilites, recently a road safety app Safely Home 

was launched.  The app was launched by, an IIT-Delhi student Ishan Jindal, who after working two years on the 

pp development, launched a pioneering road safety app in gurgaon. 

Talking about the app features, Ishan Jindal, an IIT-Delhi said that the Safe Home App is fully automatic and is 

very effective in detecting road accidents to give early help to road accident victims. 

Meanwhile, till now more than 300 people have already been reported using the app on trial basis in Delhi, 

Ishan Jindal added. 

The report related to the launch of the app claimed that the app named as Safely Home comes with a unique 

feature that in the event of an emergency, the app doesn’t require you to press a panic button. 

Moreover, if anyone who has installed the app in their Smartphone for any reason damages his\ her phone, then 

the app would automatically sends out an SOS to the police, ambulance and your family. 

Along with this the features including showing the live city traffic feed and roadside assistance, will too be 

shown by the app. 

http://www.thewiire.com/technology/an-iit-delhi-student-launches-safely-home-app-in-gurgaon/12896/
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Digital India: India will play big part in driving technology 

forward, says Sundar Pichai  

http://computer.financialexpress.com/news/digital-india-india-will-play-big-part-in-driving-technology-

forward-says-sundar-pichai/13873/ 

India will play a big part in driving technology forward in the future, Google CEO Sunder Pichai said today 

and praised Prime Minister Narendra Modi for accelerating India’s effort to become the next global hot bed 

of innovation and entrepreneurship. 

India will play a big part in driving technology forward in the future, Google CEO Sundar Pichai said and 

praised Prime Minister Narendra Modi for accelerating India’s effort to become the next global hot bed of 

innovation and entrepreneurship. 

Driving technology forward would really improve people’s lives in India and all around the world, Pichai 

said.“I am not just excited because I grew up in India, I am excited because I deeply care about technology and 

know that India will play a big part in its future,” he said, adding that a lot of that is becoming possible because 

Modi is driving it forward. 

“He (Modi) has accelerated India’s effort to become next global hot bed of innovation and entrepreneurship,” 

Pichai told a gathering of top Silicon Valley CEOs at a dinner hosted in honour of the Prime Minister, who is on 

a two-day visit to the city of San Jose.More importantly, Modi understands that technology is an enabler to 

drive change at a massive scale, the kind of scale that India needs, he added. 

The 43-year-old IIT alumnus said it is not just being on line, it is about what you get online. “People are 

educating themselves, connecting with loved ones and creating and sharing videos. For example on You Tube, 

there are many home makers in India who make a living by posting videos on line,” he said. 

Sundar Pichai who was in India last year, praised the presence of what he described as “hungry” entrepreneurs, 

the same kind one would like in the Silicon Valley. “The presence of that, motivation and Indians coming 

online at an unprecedented scale, was very clear to me that this is a once in a life time opportunity,” he said, 

adding that there is evidence of this all around. 

There are more than 3,000 startups in India. “By many matrices, India is the fastest growing startups in the 

world. Companies like Flipkart, Hike, Zomato, Snapdeal these are all evidence of these are happening all 

around us. They are not just Indian success stories, they are global success stories and they create thousands of 

jobs,” he said. 

He said that Google is proud at what is happening in India and share Prime Ministers vision for a Digital India 

and want to play a part in it. Observing that two main things computing and connectivity — are foundation for a 

digital India, Pichai said android today is available in many Indic languages. 

Stating that in order to push digital literacy forward, it is very important for people to type in their native 

languages, Pichai announced that next month Google would make it possible for people to type in 10 different 

languages in India, including Gujarati. Pichai said Google is working on many connectivity projects, which he 

would announce when Modi visits Google headquarters. 

“More than anywhere else, India has the innovative spirit that lies in the DNA. It is doing great things with it. 

It’s that spirit that drives everyone here,” Pichai said. 

http://computer.financialexpress.com/news/digital-india-india-will-play-big-part-in-driving-technology-forward-says-sundar-pichai/13873/
http://computer.financialexpress.com/news/digital-india-india-will-play-big-part-in-driving-technology-forward-says-sundar-pichai/13873/
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Next best thing: Why India has become the new China for US 
technology companies  

BANGALORE: US technology companies desperately want to win over people like Rakesh Padachuri and his family.  

Padachuri, who runs a construction business in this city, the center of India's technology industry, uses his smartphone 
to reserve movie seats through BookMyShow and to order pizzas from Domino's. His wife, Vasavi, orders clothes from 
Myntra and Amazon.com, and downloads videos and games from YouTube and the Google Play store to entertain their 
4-year-old daughter.  

They all stay in touch via a group chat they have set up on WhatsApp, a free messaging service owned by Facebook. 
"There's no need to call each other," Rakesh Padachuri said last month during an interview at his home, which is next to 
a Best Western hotel.  

The Padachuri family's love of technology helps explain why India and its 1.25 billion residents have become the hottest 
growth opportunity — the new China — for US Internet companies. Blocked from China itself or frustrated by the 
onerous demands of its government, companies like Facebook, Google and Twitter, as well as startups and investors, 
see India as the next best thing. 
 

"They are looking at India, and they are thinking, 'Five years ago, it was China, and I probably missed the boat there. 
Now I have a chance to actually do this,'" said Punit Soni, a former Google executive who was lured back to India 
recently to become the chief product officer of Flipkart, a Bangalore e-commerce startup similar to Amazon.  

The increasing appeal of India, now the world's fastest growing major economy, was underscored in recent days. 
 
During a meeting in Seattle on Wednesday with US technology executives, China's president, Xi Jinping, was unwavering 
on his government's tough Internet policies.  

PM Narendra Modi, on the other hand, was on a charm offensive during his own US tour. After a stop in New York City, 
he headed to Silicon Valley, where he visited Tesla and attended a dinner with tech chieftains including Satya Nadella of 
Microsoft and Sundar Pichai of Google.  

On Sunday, Modi participated in a town hall discussion with Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook's chief executive. He also 
planned to drop by Google and Stanford University, mingle with entrepreneurs and address a sold-out arena of 18,000 
people in San Jose, California, before heading back to New York to meet with President Barack Obama on Monday.  

"For India to keep making progress, it needs to be a leader online," Modi said during the Facebook event. He 
acknowledged that tech companies like Facebook were not connecting people out of pure altruism, but he told 
Zuckerberg, "I hope this will not just be something to enhance your company's bank balance."  

The overall message to Silicon Valley from Modi, who posts regularly on Twitter and Facebook: Help India become an 
Internet powerhouse.  

Two years ago, India's rise as a digital nation was hard to imagine. Internet penetration was modest, mobile phone 
networks were glacially slow, and smartphones were a blip in a sea of basic phones.  

Read more at: 
Since 2013, however, the number of smartphone users in India has ballooned and will reach 168 million this year, the 
research firm eMarketer predicts. 
 
India already conducts more mobile searches on Google than any country besides the United States. Yet "we are barely 
scratching the surface of availability of Internet to the masses," said Amit Singhal, Google's senior vice president in 
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charge of search, who emigrated from India to the United States 25 years ago. 
 

Indians have long loved to connect with one another online, accounting for much of the growth of early social networks 
like Friendster. So it's not surprising that Facebook already has 132 million Indian users, trailing only the United States. 
 
WhatsApp, the messaging service that Facebook bought last year for nearly $22 billion, has become the most popular 
app in the country, offering free texting and free phone calls in a place where many people earn just a few dollars a day. 
Facebook's Messenger app is No. 2, according to the analytics firm App Annie.  

And that only touches on Facebook's ambitions in India. "We need to focus on the billion people who are not 
connected," said Kevin D'Souza, head of growth and mobile partnerships for Facebook India.  

To reach them, Facebook is offering basic versions of its service that work on simple phones and slow networks. Under 
an umbrella initiative called Internet.org, Facebook is also working with a local cellphone operator to offer a package of 
free services, including news, job listings and text-only versions of Messenger and its social network aimed at those who 
can't afford a data plan.  

India still poses many challenges. Internet.org has come under fire from regulators and activists who are concerned that 
Facebook is favoring its own services. And despite Modi's outreach, government agencies are trying to censor content 
they consider unfavorable or offensive. Last year, Facebook received 10,792 requests from the Indian government to 
remove information, far more than from any other country.  

Making money is also difficult in India, where the amount spent on digital advertising is expected to total about $940 
million this year, according to eMarketer — a fraction of the $58 billion that is expected to be spent in the US. 
 
While revenue is tiny so far, Internet companies say they are playing the long game, focusing on getting more people 
online now and profiting later.  

Google, for example, wants 500 million Indians online by 2017. Most of these newcomers will be using phones powered 
by Google's Android operating system, which accounts for most of the Indian smartphone market. That will let Google 
expose these users to its other services, like search and YouTube, as well as plenty of ads.  

The effort to get more Indians online, however, has forced tech companies to re-examine some fundamental 
assumptions. Only one in six Indians knows enough English to surf the Web in the language. But there are few Web 
pages in Hindi or India's 21 other official languages. 
 
Google, Facebook and Twitter have all added support for more Indian languages and are prodding developers and users 
to create more local-language content. 

 

To deal with India's poor mobile data connections, which can run at a hundredth of the speed that Americans expect, 
Google is compressing Web pages on its servers so that they use 80 percent less data and load four times as fast. 
 
Similarly, Indians can download YouTube videos while they have a high-speed connection, such as Wi-Fi at school or 
work, and save them to watch later when they are offline.  

Of course, none of this matters to those who have never used the Internet. To reach them, Google has formed a 
partnership with Intel and a local charity to send female tutors, who travel by bicycle, to thousands of villages to teach 
rural women about the Internet. So far, 200 bikes equipped with solar-powered tablets and smartphones are on the 
road, and Google hopes to increase that number to 10,000.  
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The immaturity of India's Internet market allows companies like Twitter, which has just 20 million users in the country, 
to treat it as a laboratory. "If you are starting from a clean slate, what should Twitter look like?" asked Valerie Wagoner, 
Twitter's senior director for growth, who joined the company after it acquired her India-based startup, ZipDial.  

Hundreds of millions of Indians still use basic phones that cannot run apps, but they can receive text messages free. 
Using technology pioneered by ZipDial, Twitter allows people to view the tweets of cricket stars, politicians or brands by 
calling a special phone number, then immediately hanging up. The subsequent tweets are delivered as texts.  

Last month, Twitter began testing a new idea in India — a tab of tweets made up entirely of news stories. The idea is to 
reposition Twitter as a real-time news service, instead of a collection of random items from random accounts.  

"This is a market where we can do tests," said Amiya Pathak, a founder of ZipDial and a director of product management 
at Twitter. "Prove it out in India first, and as you prove it out, take it to other markets."  

NITs mull IIT-style admissions 

http://www.abplive.in/india/2015/09/29/article726952.ece/NITs-mull-IIT-style-admissions 

New Delhi: The National Institutes of Technology will this week decide whether to select students through the 

Joint Entrance Examination (Advanced), bringing their admission process on a par with that of the elite Indian 

Institutes of Technology. 

 Currently, the NIT selection process accords 40 per cent weightage to a student's Class XII board marks and 60 

per cent to his scores in the JEE Main, conducted by the Central Board of Secondary Education and taken by 

over 13 lakh candidates. 

 But the IITs use the JEE Main just as a filter. They conduct one further exam, the JEE Advanced, which only 

the top 1.5 lakh performers in the JEE Main are allowed to take. 

 The IITs prepare their merit list solely on the basis of JEE Advanced scores while also using the eligibility 

criterion of 75 per cent marks or an 80 percentile score, whichever is lower, in the candidates' board exams. 

 Now this will also become NIT practice, barring any possibly different eligibility criterion, if the latest 

recommendation is endorsed on Thursday by the NIT council, headed by the human resource development 

minister and made up of the institute directors and chairpersons. 

 If it does, one advantage will be the simplification of the admission process. The IITs and the NITs now hold 

common counselling --- to prevent students blocking seats --- but have to follow different merit lists based on 

different norms. 

 Also, the number of candidates allowed to take the JEE Advance will have to be raised to at least 2 lakh, so that 

the 10,000 IIT seats and 18,000 NIT seats can be filled. 

 Only about 1.25 lakh of the 1.5 lakh eligible candidates now take the exam. So, if the ceiling is raised to 2 lakh, 

about 1.6 lakh may take the test, an IIT director reckoned. 

 The idea of switching to the JEE Advanced came last week from the standing committee of the NIT council, 

made up of the directors of 10 among the 31 institutes and the heads of higher education regulatory bodies, two 

of its members told The Telegraph. 

 A further suggestion was that the NITs join the Central Board of Secondary Education in organising the JEE 

Main while the IITs continue to conduct the JEE Advanced on their own. 

http://www.abplive.in/india/2015/09/29/article726952.ece/NITs-mull-IIT-style-admissions
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Earlier, an expert panel headed by IIT Bombay director Devang Khakhar had suggested that the NITs scrap the 

weightage given to Class XII board marks and select students solely on the basis of their JEE Main score. 

 It made three points: delayed publication of results by some school boards was holding up NIT admissions, and 

the board weightage had failed in its stated objectives of increasing the intake of rural students and discouraging 

private coaching. 

 But the standing committee, while agreeing to drop the board weightage, felt that the NITs and the IITs, both of 

which enjoy "institution of national importance" status, should have a uniform selection process. 

 It couldn't be confirmed whether the standing committee had accepted the Khakhar panel's suggestion of 

introducing an eligibility criterion of 55 per cent board marks or 60 percentile, whichever is lower. 

 A few years ago, the IITs had balked at the idea of a single nationwide engineering test, insisting on a separate 

JEE Advanced by citing their premier status. They had also resisted, initially, the idea of common counselling. 

 If the latest proposal is accepted, the IITs' premier status will be reflected only in the candidates' preferences 

apart from their sole right to conduct the JEE Advanced. 

 Yesterday, the Joint Admission Board, made up of IIT directors, discussed a proposal to make the JEE 

Advanced a computer-based test from 2017. Two concerns were expressed: whether all rural candidates would 

be proficient enough with computers and whether two lakh computers can be arranged at one go. 

IIT-M students get a chance to join NISAR 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/iitm-students-get-a-chance-to-join-nisar/article7700082.ece 

Students at the Indian Institute of Technology–Madras now have an enviable opportunity of joining NASA and 

ISRO. 

On Monday, two scientists, Yunjin Kim, project manager of the National Aeronautical Space Administration-

ISRO synthetic aperture radar (NISAR), and Alok K. Chatterjee, interface manager for NISAR, presented to 

students the details of the mission. 

The scientists are working with the Indian Space Research Organisation to put radar in the earth’s orbit that 

would offer valuable information on natural hazards and ecosystem disturbances. 

The satellite, likely to be placed in the earth’s orbit by ISRO’s launch vehicle, is equipped with technology to 

collect a detailed view of the earth, measure surface deformation to predict earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and 

landslides. It would also help in monitoring groundwater and glacial movements, all of which would help not 

only manage hazards but also provide information to farmers and scientists. 

The two scientists made a presentation on the project in a bid to enthuse students to consider joining NASA and 

ISRO. 

“The biggest challenge is to get academicians and students involved. ISRO and NASA need engineers and 

space scientists. Now, NASA involves students even at high school level. The same has to be done in India, to 

pick interested students at a young age,” said Dr. Chatterjee. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/iitm-students-get-a-chance-to-join-nisar/article7700082.ece
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There is plenty of scope for students at both NASA and ISRO, making it an enriching and fulfilling experience, 

he added. Dr. Kim, who explained in detail the process that the satellite would use to collect data, said: “There 

is a lot of data that NISAR would provide. We need students to work with the data that can be used by the 

public, including for agriculture applications. You can measure water extraction, glacier movement and changes 

in the forest.” 

IIT-M’s Hari Ramachandran and David Koilpillai, professors in electrical engineering, showcased a satellite 

which a group of students were creating. The IITMSAT would be handed over to the ISRO next summer, the 

professors said. 

 

 

 

 

 


